Petrus Alfonsi's popular Dialogue against the Jews introduces several innovations to adversus Iudaeos literature in the twelfth century. Th is text, written by a convert from Judaism, appeals to Scripture, philosophical reason, science,and the Talmud in order to convict Jews of error. Moreover, Alfonsi introduced several novel trinitarian images that drew not only from the text of Scripture but also from observations of contemporary Jewish ritual practice. Some of his observations of contemporary Jewish practices were incorporated by later Christian polemicists, helping perhaps to draw attention to the realia of living Jewish communities.
Christian Anti-Jewish Polemics in the Twelfth Century
In Christian anti-Jewish polemics, the twelfth-century represents a period of dramatic innovation and expansion. It is generally acknowledged that more anti-Jewish Latin polemics were written in the twelfth century than in all the earlier Christian centuries combined. Not only did their number increase, but the tactics employed in such texts began to shift as well. Conservative Christian polemicists would continue to cite scriptural proof texts in defense of Christian doctrine, but, by the beginning of the twelfth century, philosophical polemics appeared whose goal was to convict Jews of error and defend Christian truths by an almost exclusive appeal to reason. Anselm of Canterbury remains the most well known example of a twelfth-century theologian who had turned to reason and dialectic to dis-cover rational proof for fundamental Christian doctrines. Although Anselm attempted to guard the principle that "unless you believe you will not understand" (Isa. 7:9) 
